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ABOUT US ’%4’

The British Institute of Human Rights is an independent charity
committed to bringing rights to life across the UK.

KNOW what human rights are
USE human rights in everyday life

PROTECT human rights to respect and progress our human rights
systems.
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Check UK

A Focuses on the Universal Periodic Review at the United Nations

A Range of engagement and consultation mechanisms across England,
Scotland and Wales to produce a Joint Civil Society Shadow Report
to be submitted to the United Nations in September 2016

A The UK's human rights situation will then be reviewed by the UN’s UPR
process in April/May 2017
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WHY DOES THIS MATTER? %4’

A Human rights give power and meaning to shared
values.

A Internationally agreed legal standards, not individual
moral compass

A Rulebook for how state (public officials) treats people
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BACK TO BASICS v
A Belong to everyone not based Bpremi sed on the
on behaviour or characteristics of all human beings whatever

their frailltmayhber
that those rights sometimes have

A Part of what it means to be SV
to be |1 m ted or

human, not within the gift of
governments

the starting point should be the
same as that for

A Can never be taken away, but Lady Hale, UK Supreme Court,

, Cheshire West judgement 2014
some can sometimes be

restricted if the rules are followed
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HUMAN RIGHTS LAWS “W

Council of Europe (not EU!) formed after WW 11,
established ECHR

Universal
Declaration of
Human Rights

1948

European Convention

Human Rights Act

on Human Rights 1008

1950
N\

OUR LAW HERE AT
Agreed internationally at the UN HOME

after WW ||
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http://bit.ly/1VmhdSW
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HUMAN RIGHTS ACT: making the %«/
theory an everyday reality

e FOUNDATION LAW: All UK laws should be compatible with the
human rights in the Human Rights Act.

e LEGAL DUTY: Public authorities must respect the rights in all they
do

LOCAL JUSTICE: Any person can ask UK courts and tribunals to
e look at whether their human rights have been risked or breached by
a public authority / official
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Our Human Rights Act
means those with public
power have legal duties to

<: Duty not to breach people’s human rights
(negative duty)
<: Positive obligation / duty to take action, original
legal basis for SAFEGUARDING
Ensuing the right processes and procedures are
in place, particularly to investigate when things
go wrong. The legal basis for REVIEWS INTO

ABUSE, NEGLECT & DEATHS

Everyone’s human rights
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THE HUMAN RIGHTS ACT PROTECTS ‘%4’

Right not be discriminated

Right to respect for private Right not to be : : against in relation to any of
and family life, home and tortured or treated in an gt To e the human rights listed here
correspondence inhuman or degrading way

Right to freedom of Right to Right to peaceful
thought, conscience Right to liberty education enjoyment of possessions
and religion
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REAL LIFE: WHICH HUMAN RIGHTS? \‘/

A Andrew is 51. After a stay in hospital he returns to his care home
where staff find a DNR (CPR), the reason for which is listed as ‘Down's
syndrome, unable to swallow, PEG feed, bed bound, learning
difficulties’

A Joan is 81, she has dementia, and is cared for at home by her son
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